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Hinton Rowan Helper (1829–1909) gained notoriety in nineteenth-century America as the author of The
Impending Crisis of the South (1857), an antislavery polemic that provoked national public controversy and
increased sectional tensions. In his intellectual and cultural biography of Helper—the first to appear in more
than forty years—David Brown provides a fresh and nuanced portrait of this self-styled reformer, exploring
anew Helper's motivation for writing his inflammatory book.

Brown places Helper in a perspective that shows how the society in which he lived influenced his thinking,
beginning with Helper's upbringing in North Carolina, his move to California at the height of the Californian
gold rush, his developing hostility toward nonwhites within the United States, and his publication of The
Impending Crisis of the South. Helper's book paints a picture of a region dragged down by the institution of
slavery and displays surprising concern for the fate of American slaves. It sold 140,000 copies, perhaps
rivaled only by Uncle Tom's Cabin in its impact. The author argues that Helper never wavered in his
commitment to the South, though his book's devastating critique made him an outcast there, playing a crucial
role in the election of Lincoln and influencing the outbreak of war.

As his career progressed after the war, Helper's racial attitudes grew increasingly intolerant. He became
involved in various grand pursuits, including a plan to link North and South America by rail, continually
seeking a success that would match his earlier fame. But after a series of disappointments, he finally
committed suicide.

Brown reconsiders the life and career of one of the antebellum South's most controversial and misunderstood
figures. Helper was also one of the rare lower-class whites who recorded in detail his economic, political,
and social views, thus affording a valuable window into the world of nonslaveholding white southerners on
the eve of the Civil War. His critique of slavery provides an important challenge to dominant paradigms
stressing consensus among southern whites, and his development into a racist illustrates the power and
destructiveness of the prejudice that took hold of the South in the late nineteenth century, as well as the
wider developments in American society at the time.
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From reader reviews:

Blair Kennedy:

The book Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern
Biography Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The
Impending Crisis of the South (Southern Biography Series) to get your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like open up and read a book Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the
South (Southern Biography Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Susie Vadnais:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South (Southern Biography
Series), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a reserve.

Wanda Crane:

The guide with title Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South
(Southern Biography Series) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Crystal Parrish:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Southern Outcast: Hinton Rowan Helper and The Impending Crisis of the South
(Southern Biography Series) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If



you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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