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"In Small is Possible, Estill chronicles the failures and victories of an ongoing movement for sustainability
and local resiliency in Chatham County, located in the piedmont region of North Carolina. Estill is a
legitimate source on the subject: he co-founded Piedmont Biofuels, a biodiesel co-op that went from
backyard operation into an industrial plant in a few short years. The characters in Estill's world are both
entertaining and endearing. Many of them show a flinty defiance, positioning themselves as courageous
Daniels against the Goliaths of corporate greed and globalization. Readers interested in academic arguments
for local economies can find other books on the subject, but if they want a compelling story about noble
atempts to walk the talk, Small is Possible delivers. - Brian Baughan, Sustainablog

"In an age of increasing globalization, it is hopeful to be reminded that there are still communities where
transactions are handled in handshakes rather than receipts. Estill takes us on a loving stroll through his
North Carolina neighborhood and shows us how small-scale sustainability - feeding, fueling, and financing
locally - is both possible and preferable." - Book Notes, Orion Magazine

One of my favorite ideas in this book is the idea of open source. Once you let go of this idea that everything
must be copyrighted, everything must be owned and protected in order to make money, you become free.
Open source ideas quickly foster a more open community, a more open and honest society. A gropu of
people or organizaitons all start working toward a common goal rather than all working against one another.
Beautiful, isn't it?
Another beautiful idea is that a community needs a variety of people and businesses to thrive. And that as
you begin living locally- and begin working toward a healthy community - people and businesses find their
niches. And when you find your own niche within the local economy, your own happiness rises. Your sense
of well-being increases when you realize your positive and necessary contribution to society.
As we go further into debt and economic security throughout the world, nurturing our small, local,
sustainable businesses and infrastructure will become increasingly important. I recommend this book.
Reviewed by Melinda on The Blogging Bookworm

In an era when incomprehensibly complex issues like Peak Oil and climate change dominate headlines,
practical solutions at a local level can seem somehow inadequate.

In response, Lyle Estill’s Small is Possible introduces us to “hometown security,” with this chronicle of a
community-powered response to resource depletion in a fickle global economy. True stories, springing from
the soils of Chatham County, North Carolina, offer a positive counterbalance to the bleakness of our age.

This is the story of how one small southern US town found actual solutions to actual problems. Unwilling to
rely on the government and wary of large corporations, these residents discovered it is possible for a
community to feed itself, fuel itself, heal itself, and govern itself.

This book is filled with newspaper columns, blog entries, letters, and essays that have appeared on the
margins of small-town economies. Tough subjects are handled with humor and finesse. Compelling stories
of successful small businesses, from the grocery co-op to the biodiesel co-op, describe a town and its people
on a genuine quest for sustainability.



Everyone interested in sustainability, local economy, small business, and whole foods will be inspired by the
success stories in this book.

Lyle Estill is “Vice President of Stuff ” at Piedmont Biofuels, and has won numerous awards for his work in
the biodiesel business. He is the author of Biodiesel Power and lives in Moncure, North Carolina.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Gabel:

Here thing why this Small is Possible: Life in a Local Economy are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. Small is Possible: Life in a Local Economy giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Small is Possible: Life in a Local
Economy. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of Small is Possible: Life in a Local Economy in e-book can be your choice.

Bessie Papp:

The publication with title Small is Possible: Life in a Local Economy has a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Shirley Akins:

Precisely why? Because this Small is Possible: Life in a Local Economy is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Kendrick Mills:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Small is Possible: Life in a Local Economy when you needed it?
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