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The Balinese devotion to their temples is both legendary and conspicuous, but the ways in which they
enshrine their innermost desires have long been hidden. This ethnography draws back the veil by focusing on
the romantic experiences of women in a rural village (Punyanwangi) in North Bali from adolescence to
maturity. Delving into the intensity of passion that exists just below the harmonious veneer of traditional
patterns of courtship and marriage, motherhood, and connubial fidelity, this book overturns Margaret Mead's
assertions of passivity in Balinese social life. Punyanwangi's proximity to a thriving tourist center allows
Megan Jennaway to explore as well the striking gender disparities in the ways sexuality and desire are
culturally mediated. Aside from service work, women are excluded from entering the tourist domain, yet
male sexual adventurism is expected and even encouraged. The bodies of foreign women are thus invested
with potent fantasies of exotic desire, while those of local women are muted-denied legitimate avenues of
expression. The author invokes Post-Freudian and feminist concepts of sexuality to explain culturally
specific psychiatric disorders to which Balinese women are prone, interpreting them as expressions of
frustrated desire. She thus convincingly reveals Balinese society as anything but unemotional or stagnant.
Rather, it is swept along by currents of emotionally charged desire. By allowing key informants to tell their
stories in their own voices and by skillfully interweaving fictionalized interludes, the author gives us not only
a rigorously researched ethnography, but an intimate and fully realized portrait of Balinese women's
innermost desires.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Spier:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Sisters and
Lovers: Women and Desire in Bali (Asian Voices)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Felix Talarico:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Sisters and Lovers: Women
and Desire in Bali (Asian Voices). All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Joseph Southard:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Sisters and Lovers: Women and Desire in Bali (Asian Voices) offer you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Rhonda Joiner:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Sisters and Lovers: Women and Desire in
Bali (Asian Voices) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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