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An affecting, insightful and warm memoir of growing up Samoan in New Zealand - and of coping with
heart disease. Andrew Fiu came to Ponsonby, Auckland as a three-year-old, part of the wave of immigration
from Samoa that turned Auckland's inner city suburbs into a vibrant cultural melting pot. At 14 he was
misdiagnosed as having flu when in fact he had rheumatic fever, a disease endemic in Pacific Island
communities. As a result of the damage to his heart he was rushed to hospital. Since that time Andrew has
had five open heart surgeries, a record anywhere. He has spent so much time in hospital that he says he grew
up there, experiencing tender and expert care from doctors and nurses but also enduring appalling racism.
This memoir is the story of his hospital years, his clashes with his parents' traditional attitudes, the wisdom
he learnt from his fellow patients and the medical miracles perfomed on his heart by famous surgeon Alan
Kerr. It's the story of growing up a Pacific Islander in Auckland, a reflection on the bad old days when
schools made Pacific Island children anglicise their names and hospitals did not have translators, an insight
into the inter-generational tensions in Pacific Island migrant families and also a testimony to deep friendship,
boundless love and bucketloads of humour. Written in a warm, personable and humorous style, this book is
part of the cultural sea-change happening in New Zealand: first the play Niu Sila, then Bro'Town, No. 2 and
Sione's Wedding and now the first memoir from a 40-something Samoan, written with grace, love and
insight.The Weekend Herald's Canvas magazine wrote: 'Written with verge and humour, Purple Heart is a
revelation.' The New Zealand Listener, singled it out as one of the year's best memoirs, praising its humour,
light touch, and lack of self-pity.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Purple Heart. Try to face the book Purple Heart as your friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Shawn Francis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Purple Heart suitable to
you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Purple Heartis
one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Shane McKeel:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended to your account is Purple Heart this guide consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Daniel Nelson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Purple Heart which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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