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Long before Judy Garland sang "Over the Rainbow", the denizens of Oz had already captivated the
American reading public. The quintessential American fairy tale, L. Frank Baum's "The Wonderful Wizard
of Oz" has had a singular influence on our culture since it first appeared in 1900. Yet, as Michael Riley
shows, Baum's achievement went far beyond this one book, or even the 13 others he wrote about that magic
kingdom. The Land of Oz was just one in a whole continent of fantasy countries whose histories,
geographies and citizens Baum developed in detail over the course of his writing career. In this "Other-
world", Baum created a full-scale mythology that foreshadowed Tolkien's Middle Earth in its imaginative
detail. Taking us on an entertaining tour of this endearing and unforgettable Other-world, Riley illuminates
Baums's richly creative imagination in the Oz books and other works of fantasy, like the much neglected
"Life and Adventures of Santa Claus". He restores for many readers Baum's original conception of Oz as it
existed long before other writers were hired to continue the immensely popular series following Baum's
death in 1919. Equally important, he shows us how Oz and its companion countries evolved over time, as
Baum repeatedly responded to a loyal readership clamouring for an endless supply of Oz stories. While there
have been other studies of Baum, this is the one that examines his Other-world in its entirety. "Oz and
Beyond" provides a comprehensive analysis of all of Baum's fantasy creations and his evolution as a fantasy
writer, demonstrating that Baum had a more consistent and disciplined imagination than is generally
recognized. It also explains the influence of Baum's childhood and adult experiences on his writing and
illuminates his philosophy concerning nature, civilization and industrialization. Oz's enduring influence on
American culture is indisputable - witness its endless replication in books, films, musicals and theme parks.
In returning to the original source of that influence, Riley serves as our guide to that land over the rainbow
and inspires renewed appreciation for a great writer's magical vision.
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From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Oz and Beyond: The
Fantasy World of L. Frank Baum that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then
how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking
at as your good habit, you are able to pick Oz and Beyond: The Fantasy World of L. Frank Baum become
your current starter.

Matthew Brown:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Oz and Beyond: The Fantasy World of L. Frank Baum provide you with a new experience in reading through
a book.

Ruth Santiago:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is Oz and Beyond: The Fantasy World of L. Frank Baum this publication consist a lot
of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Sharon Scott:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Oz and Beyond:
The Fantasy World of L. Frank Baum which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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