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During his lifetime John Coltrane, through music, moved many people to more meaningful lives. Coltrane: A
Biography captures the feeling and facts of Coltrane's life and music. It places Coltrane's creative efforts
wthin the tumultuous socio-economic and cultural context that spanned his lifetime. Coltrane: A Biography
employs an experimental writing style that for many readers exemplifies Coltrane's music. Commenting on
this style, a reviewer for Cadence Magazine wrote, "Parts of the book move along, gathering momentum,
exploding much in the manner of a Coltrane solo." Further commentary on the writing of Coltrane: A
Biography was made by Baltimore poet Barbara DeCesare in an interview given to the Anti - Man Press,
"There's a biography of John Coltrane written by C.O. Simpkins, where the narrative is very poetic. It almost
seems to emulate Coltrane's music in it's rhythm, tone and phrasing. He takes a lot of liberty with standard
narrative form, and I think what makes the book so satisfying is those elements of poetry present in the
storytelling.”

In many instances within the book direct recorded quotes from interviewees are woven into the narrative
because the goal is to enable the reader to know Coltrane on both an intellectual and emotional level.
Coltrane: A Biography is written in a variety of styles in order to uncompromisingly transmit the complex
creative force of the man and his time.

Several writers have noted the link between Coltrane's music and the time in which he lived such as
reviewer, David Feld of the Berkley Barb who wrote, "Simpkins never demeans his subject by simplifying or
pigeon-holing Coltrane’s work, Rather, he lets the facts and compositions speak for themselves; through the
medium of his writing, he allows us to get close to Trane. Because Simpkins respects as well as loves
Coltrane, he insists on our seeing the man as he was.

This respect manifests itself in a number of ways. Most importantly, it has enabled Simpkins to portray
Coltrane as a figure in history. “His story begins with his ancestors,” the author says, and this view pervades
the book. We are always made to see the political and cultural context in which Trane lived. Blues, religion,
black power, Africa---all of these elements of Coltrane’s life and Simpkins’ biography.

In reading it one not only learns about Trane, but senses what it was like to hear him, to be alive with him."
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Coltrane: A Biography is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Harold McDonough:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Coltrane: A
Biography suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Coltrane: A Biographyis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Luis Ray:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the guide untitled Coltrane: A Biography can be great book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Scott Settle:

The particular book Coltrane: A Biography has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.
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