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In a passionate warning that is not only well-reasoned, as becomes a renowned former trial lawyer and
present federal judge, but is also a compelling and entertaining read, William L. Dwyer defies those who
would abolish our jury system and hand over its power to judges or to panels of "experts." He aims, by
making his readers aware of what should be done, to help us save what he calls " Americal's most democratic
institution."

In an overview of litigation's universe, Dwyer goes back several centuries to describe the often terrifying
ways our ancestors arrived at verdicts of guilt or innocence. Tracing the evolution of our present-day system,
he gives us excerpts from the actua records of such trials as that of young William Penn, arrested for
preaching Quaker beliefsin public; the Salem witch trials; and the landmark civil rightstrial of 18th century
newspaper publisher John Peter Zenger, whose attorney was the origina "Philadelphialawyer." Along with
these famous courtroom episodes are many never before described in print, all of them infused with the
dramathat giveslife to the law.

Dwyer's languageis clear and engaging - a pleasant surprise for readers apprehensive about legal
gobbledygook. He has a store of courtroom "war stories," some inspiring, some alarming, many enlivened by
gleams of the author's wry humor.

Underlying that humor, however, isthe judge's fear that the jury system is endangered by neglect and
misunderstanding, and could be lost without the public being aware of what is happening. The book shows
that despite much adverse publicity, the American jury still works capably, at times brilliantly, when given a
fair chance by the legal professionals who run trials. Consequently, the author deals with what has gone
wrong with American litigation, the controversy over the jury's competence and integrity, and trial and
pretria reforms that must be made to save trial by jury and reshape American litigation in the twenty-first
century.
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From reader reviews:
Carol Witt:

In other case, little persons like to read book In the Hands of the People: The Trial Jury's Origins, Triumphs,
Troubles, and Future in American Democracy. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Given that we know about how isimportant some sort of book In the Hands of the People: The Trial
Jury's Origins, Triumphs, Troubles, and Future in American Democracy. Y ou can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let'sexamine.

Carlos Callahan:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them isthisIn
the Hands of the People: The Tria Jury's Origins, Triumphs, Troubles, and Future in American Democracy.

Dena Jacobs:

The e-book with title In the Hands of the People: The Trial Jury's Origins, Triumphs, Troubles, and Futurein
American Democracy contains alot of information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of gain after
read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Adrian Kao:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
picson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this



In the Hands of the People: The Trial Jury's Origins, Triumphs, Troubles, and Futurein American
Democracy can make you feel more interested to read.
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