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Demonstrates how written and visual representations worked to construct definitions of ethnicity in
midcentury America.

Fifties Ethnicities brings together a variety of texts to explore what it meant to be American in the middle of
“America’s Century.” In a series of comparative readings that draws on novels, television programs, movie
magazines, and films, Tracy Floreani crosses generic boundaries to show how literature and mass media
worked to mold concepts of ethnicity in the 1950s. Revisiting well-known novels of the period, such as
Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita and Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, as well as less-studied works, such as William
Saroyan’s Rock Wagram and C. Y. Lee’s The Flower Drum Song (the original source of the more famous
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical), Floreani investigates how the writing of ethnic identity called into
question the ways in which signifiers of Americanness also inherently privileged whiteness. By putting these
novels into conversation with popular media narratives such as I Love Lucy, the author offers an in-depth
examination of the boundaries and possibilities for participating in American culture in an era that greatly
influenced national ideas about identity. While midcentury mass media presented an undeniably engaging
vision of American success, national belonging, and guidelines for cultural citizenship, Floreani argues that
minority writers and artists were, at the same time, engaging that vision and implicitly participating in its
construction.

“Though studies of ethnicity have almost reached a saturation point, this decade offered Floreani the
opportunity to give these studies a new lease on life.” — American Studies

“This well-written, thorough analysis is ideal for those interested in race theory, modern American popular
culture, or consumer culture … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

Tracy Floreani is Professor of English at Oklahoma City University.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Acosta:

The book Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic
Literature) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the great thing like a book Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at
Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic Literature)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic
Literature) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Marcus Leiva:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel
and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic Literature) is simple bringing you can read it
in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Shane Hern:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at
Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic Literature) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in
Multiethnic Literature) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that will.

Kyle Reese:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic
Literature) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must
like to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this time book Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury
(SUNY series in Multiethnic Literature). You can more pleasing than now.
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