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The fashioning of English gentlemen in the eighteenth century was modelled on French practices of
sociability and conversation. Michele Cohen shows how at the same time, the English constructed their
cultural relations with the French as relations of seduction and desire. She argues that this produced anxiety
on the part of the English over the effect of French practices on English masculinity and the virtue of English
women.
By the end of the century, representing the French as an effeminate other was integral to the forging of
English, masculine national identity. Michele Cohen examines the derogation of women and the French
which accompanied the emergent 'masculine' English identity. While taciturnity became emblematic of the
English gentleman's depth of mind and masculinity, sprightly conversation was seen as representing the
shallow and inferior intellect of English women and the French of both sexes.
Michele Cohen also demonstrates how visible evidence of girls' verbal and language learning skills served
only to construe the female mind as inferior. She argues that this perception still has currency today.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Rhodes:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Fashioning Masculinity: National Identity and
Language in the Eighteenth Century is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Floyd:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually Fashioning Masculinity: National Identity and Language in the Eighteenth Century.

Milton Hill:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Fashioning Masculinity: National Identity and Language in the Eighteenth
Century was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you wanted.

Loretta Manson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Fashioning Masculinity: National Identity and Language in the Eighteenth Century when you
needed it?
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