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For more than a decade, Clear and Simple as the Truth has guided readers to consider style not as an elegant
accessory of effective prose but as its very heart. Francis-Noël Thomas and Mark Turner present writing as
an intellectual activity, not a passive application of verbal skills. In classic style, the motive is truth, the
purpose is presentation, the reader and writer are intellectual equals, and the occasion is informal. This
general style of presentation is at home everywhere, from business memos to personal letters and from
magazine articles to student essays. Everyone talks about style, but no one explains it. The authors of this
book do; and in doing so, they provoke the reader to consider style, not as an elegant accessory of effective
prose, but as its very heart.

At a time when writing skills have virtually disappeared, what can be done? If only people learned the
principles of verbal correctness, the essential rules, wouldn't good prose simply fall into place? Thomas and
Turner say no. Attending to rules of grammar, sense, and sentence structure will no more lead to effective
prose than knowing the mechanics of a golf swing will lead to a hole-in-one. Furthermore, ten-step programs
to better writing exacerbate the problem by failing to recognize, as Thomas and Turner point out, that there
are many styles with different standards.

The book is divided into four parts. The first, "Principles of Classic Style," defines the style and contrasts it
with a number of others. "The Museum" is a guided tour through examples of writing, both exquisite and
execrable. "The Studio," new to this edition, presents a series of structured exercises. Finally, "Further
Readings in Classic Prose" offers a list of additional examples drawn from a range of times, places, and
subjects.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Clear and Simple as the Truth: Writing Classic Prose. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
Clear and Simple as the Truth: Writing Classic Prose. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Edward Knudsen:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Clear and Simple as the Truth: Writing Classic
Prose book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

John Pasko:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is actually Clear and Simple as the Truth: Writing Classic Prose.

Delores Villarreal:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Clear and Simple as the Truth:
Writing Classic Prose can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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