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In recent years, the justices of the Supreme Court have ruled definitively on such issues as abortion, school
prayer, and military tribunals in the war on terror. They decided one of American history's most contested
presidential elections. Yet for all their power, the justices never face election and hold their offices for life.
This combination of influence and apparent unaccountability has led many to complain that there is
something illegitimate—even undemocratic—about judicial authority.

In The Will of the People, Barry Friedman challenges that claim by showing that the Court has always been
subject to a higher power: the American public. Judicial positions have been abolished, the justices'
jurisdiction has been stripped, the Court has been packed, and unpopular decisions have been defied. For at
least the past sixty years, the justices have made sure that their decisions do not stray too far from public
opinion.

Friedman's pathbreaking account of the relationship between popular opinion and the Supreme Court—from
the Declaration of Independence to the end of the Rehnquist court in 2005—details how the American
people came to accept their most controversial institution and shaped the meaning of the Constitution.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Ortega:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
eligible The Will of the People: How Public Opinion Has Influenced the Supreme Court and Shaped the
Meaning of the Constitution? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Henry Vance:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Will of the People: How Public
Opinion Has Influenced the Supreme Court and Shaped the Meaning of the Constitution book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still skepticism The Will of the People: How Public Opinion Has Influenced the
Supreme Court and Shaped the Meaning of the Constitution as good book not only by the cover but also with
the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ronald Marinelli:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Will of the People: How Public Opinion Has
Influenced the Supreme Court and Shaped the Meaning of the Constitution was colorful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book The Will of the People: How Public Opinion Has Influenced the
Supreme Court and Shaped the Meaning of the Constitution has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Kristin Sayler:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Will of the People: How Public Opinion Has Influenced the Supreme Court and
Shaped the Meaning of the Constitution we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate



with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book The Will of the People: How
Public Opinion Has Influenced the Supreme Court and Shaped the Meaning of the Constitution. You can
more appealing than now.
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