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The scope and stature of Ruth Asawa’s work are brought into brilliant focus in this superb book, created to
accompany the first complete retrospective of the artist’s career. Beginning with her earliest
works—drawings and paintings created in the 1940s while studying at Black Mountain College—this
beautifully illustrated volume traces Asawa’s trajectory as a pioneering modernist sculptor who is recognized
nationally for her wire sculpture, public commissions, and activism in education and the arts. The Sculpture
of Ruth Asawa establishes the importance of Asawa’s work within the larger national context of artists who
redefined art as a way of thinking and acting in the world rather than as merely a stylistic practice. A
chronology and a collection of essays by noted scholars highlight Asawa’s complex relationship to American
art and Asian American history and provide engrossing biographical information.

In her lifelong experimentations with wire, especially its capacity to balance open and closed forms, Asawa
invented a powerful new vocabulary. Committed to enhancing the quality of daily life through art produced
within the home, she contributed a unique perspective to the formal explorations of twentieth-century
abstract sculpture. Working in a variety of non-traditional media, Asawa performed a series of uncanny
metamorphoses, leading viewers into a deeper awareness of natural forms by revealing their structural
properties. Through her artistic practice, Asawa reconnects with the Buddhist ethos of her parents,
transforming the commonplace into metaphors for life processes themselves.

Essays by Daniell Cornell, Emily Doman, Mary Emma Harris, Karin Higa, Jacqueline Hoefer, John
Kriedler, Susan Stauter, and Sally Woodbridge
Copub: Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco
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From reader reviews:

David Martin:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Sculpture of Ruth Asawa: Contours in the Air the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get ahead of. The The Sculpture of Ruth Asawa: Contours in the Air giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life on this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Kim Bogdan:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. The Sculpture of Ruth Asawa: Contours in the Air can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Susan Velez:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, along with soon. The The Sculpture of Ruth Asawa: Contours in the Air provide you with a
new experience in examining a book.

Kristy Taylor:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Sculpture of Ruth Asawa: Contours in the Air can
be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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