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Replete with shady merchants, scoundrels, hungry mercenaries, scheming nobles, and maneuvering
cardinals, The Man Who Believed He Was King of France proves the adage that truth is often stranger than
fiction—or at least as entertaining. The setting of this improbable but beguiling tale is 1354 and the Hundred
Years’ War being waged for control of France. Seeing an opportunity for political and material gain, the
demagogic dictator of Rome tells Giannino di Guccio that he is in fact the lost heir to Louis X, allegedly
switched at birth with the son of a Tuscan merchant. Once convinced of his birthright, Giannino claims for
himself the name Jean I, king of France, and sets out on a brave—if ultimately ruinous—quest that leads him
across Europe to prove his identity.

 

With the skill of a crime scene detective, Tommaso di Carpegna Falconieri digs up evidence in the historical
record to follow the story of a life so incredible that it was long considered a literary invention of the Italian
Renaissance. From Italy to Hungry, then through Germany and France, the would-be king’s unique
combination of guile and earnestness seems to command the aid of lords and soldiers, the indulgence of inn-
keepers and merchants, and the collusion of priests and rogues along the way. The apparent absurdity of the
tale allows Carpegna Falconieri to analyze late-medieval society, exploring questions of essence and
appearance, being and belief, at a time when the divine right of kings confronted the rise of mercantile
culture. Giannino’s life represents a moment in which truth, lies, history, and memory combine to make us
wonder where reality leaves off and fiction begins.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Man Who Believed He Was King of France: A True Medieval
Tale.

Mildred Patton:

This book untitled The Man Who Believed He Was King of France: A True Medieval Tale to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Lillian Albrecht:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Man Who Believed He Was King of France: A True Medieval Tale, you are able to tells your family, friends
in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Haley Thacker:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Man Who Believed He Was King of France: A True Medieval
Tale can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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