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A look at popes and the papacy through the prism of the names associated with the popes -- whether they be
birth, priestly, or assumed names. It is the first in-depth exploration of papal names and their meanings with
a revised history of papal name changes, a complete account of the rationales for the 125 known instances of
assumed names, and a slew of new ‘factoids.’ The first documented instance of papal name change was
when Mercurius, in 533 A.D., opted not to introduce the name of a pagan god into the papal rolls. Marcellus
II, in 1555, was the last pope, to date, to have retained his prior name, thereby breaking a 494 year tradition .
‘Marcellus’, however, is a name derived from ‘Mars’ – the Roman god of war! The history of papal name
changes contains many such intriguing twists and turns, in particular Anacletus, Sixtus I, Zephryrinus and
Julis II. This book sets out to highlight them all and thereby plug a hitherto little explored aspect of papal
history. Despite the interest in papal names, there has been very little dedicated analysis pertaining to their
evolution. Consequently, there are many inaccuracies and omissions. Papal name change could be a much
older practice than originally believed. This book is an attempt to rectify the lack of attention hitherto
afforded to the story and the glory of papal names. It is a by-product of a computer-aided papal history
project undertaken by the author. Web site. This book is not meant to be controversial. The subject matter,
though often beguiling, still does not, however, provide sufficient scope to incite bona fide dissension. This
book is meant to enlighten, and hopefully entertain. With it, the author hopes to put a stake in the ground vis-
à-vis our understanding of papal names.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Hilton:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Popes And The Tale Of Their Names book
since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Richard Delarosa:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is Popes And The Tale Of Their Names.

Carlos Vickers:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Popes And The Tale Of Their Names can be your answer given it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.

Willie Dominguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Popes And The Tale Of Their Names.
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