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Children born and raised on the religious fringe are a distinctive yet largely unstudied social phenomenon.
They are irreversibly shaped by the experience, having been thrust into radical religious cultures that often
believe children to be endowed with heightened spiritual capabilities. The religious group is all
encompassing: it accounts for their family, their school, social networks, and everything that prepares them
for their adult life.

Using research gathered from over fifty in-depth interviews, Amanda van Eck Duymaer van Twist explores
the lives of individuals born into new religious groups, some of whom have stayed in these groups, and some
of whom have left. The groups she considers include the Bruderhof, Scientology, the Family International,
the Unification Church, and the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. The book draws on the
author's visits to these groups, their schools and homes, and support websites maintained by those who left
the religious groups that raised them. It also details her experiences at conferences held by NGOs concerned
with the welfare of children in "cults."

The arrival of a second generation of participants in new religious movements raises new concerns and legal
issues. Whether they stay or leave, children raised on the religious fringe experience a unique form of
segregation in adulthood. Perfect Children examines the ways these movements adapt to a second
generation, how children are socialized, what happens to these children as they mature, and how their
childhoods have affected them.

Amanda van Eck Duymaer van Twist is the deputy director of Inform, a non-profit information center
specializing in minority religious movements, spiritualities, and fringe political movements, based at the
London School of Economics and Political Science in London. As part of her work, she has encountered and
researched a range of topics and issues dealing with minority and/or new religions.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Thomas:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Perfect Children: Growing Up on the Religious Fringe.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some
sort of book Perfect Children: Growing Up on the Religious Fringe. You can add information and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Fabian Luton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have
underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then
having chance to stand than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book,
we give you this particular Perfect Children: Growing Up on the Religious Fringe book as basic and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kristen Clifford:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually Perfect Children: Growing Up on the Religious Fringe.

Dwight Richardson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition associated with. Even you love Perfect Children: Growing Up on the Religious Fringe,
you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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