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In this rich and dynamic work, David Carey Jr. provides a new perspective on contemporary Guatemalan
history by allowing the indigenous peoples to speak for themselves.

Combining the methodologies of anthropology and history, Carey uses both oral interviews and meticulous
archival research to construct a history of the last 130 years in Guatemala from the perspective of present-
day Mayan people. His research took place over five years, including intensive language study, four
summers of fieldwork, and a year-long residence in Comalapa, during which he conducted most of the 414
interviews. By casting a wide net for his interviews—from tiny hamlets to bustling Guatemala City—Carey
gained insight into more than a single community or a single group of Maya.

The Maya-Kaqchikel record their history through oral tradition; thus, few written accounts exist. Comparing
the Kaqchikel point of view to that of the western scholars and Ladinos who have written most of the history
texts, Carey reveals the people and events important to the Maya, which have been virtually written out of
the national history.

A motto of the Guatemalan organization Maya Decinio para el Pueblo Indigena (Maya Decade for the
Indigenous People) is that people who do not know their past cannot build a future. By elucidating what the
Kaqchikel think of their own past, Carey also illuminates the value of non-Western theoretical and
methodological approaches that can be applied to the history of other peoples. Valuable to historians,
anthropologists, archaeologists, or anyone interested in Mayan and Latin American studies, this book will
inform as well as enchant.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Sullivan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Our Elders
Teach Us: Maya-Kaqchikel Historical Perspectives (Contemporary American Indians)? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

June Whitaker:

The book Our Elders Teach Us: Maya-Kaqchikel Historical Perspectives (Contemporary American Indians)
will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Our Elders
Teach Us: Maya-Kaqchikel Historical Perspectives (Contemporary American Indians) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Lily Terry:

Precisely why? Because this Our Elders Teach Us: Maya-Kaqchikel Historical Perspectives (Contemporary
American Indians) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Brian Hill:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication Our Elders Teach Us: Maya-Kaqchikel Historical Perspectives
(Contemporary American Indians) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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