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What made the Space Race possible? What made it necessary? How close arace was it? And what did it
achieve? The answers are connected in surprising ways. Left Brains for the Right Stuff briefly summarizes
the history of three technologies-rockets, navigation, and computers-and recounts how they were woven into
therise and rivalry of superpowers in the twentieth century. President John F. Kennedy inherited a small
Space Race and transformed it into a Moon Race by creating the Apollo program (..". achieving the goal,
before this decade is out, of landing a man on the moon ..."). To make it an "offer" the Soviet Union couldn't
refuse, he added, "We choose to go to the moon ... not because [it is] easy, but because [it is] hard." Apollo
won the Moon Race and, combined with the Space Shuttle, won the Space Race, which did much to win the
Cold War and preserve the momentum of American leadership that had been created in World War I1. Many
big companies worked on those programs, and so did a small academic research laboratory. At
Massachusetts | nstitute of Technology (MIT), the Instrumentation Laboratory ("the Lab") was the creation of
one man, Charles Stark "Doc" Draper, who invented inertial navigation. Author Hugh Blair-Smith was a
staff engineer at the Lab from 1959 through 1981. Trained as an el ectronic engineer and computer scientist,
his two-pronged expertise contributed to both the hardware of spacecraft computers and the programming
that had to make the most of their limited resources. Thisis a history, an inside story, and a riveting account
of the Space Race, studded with startling insights into causes and effects. In those exciting years, Blair-Smith
joined many thousands of people in cooperating gladly, generously, and passionately to add electronic | eft
brains to the Right Stuff. Their creations answered the long-sought quest for "amoral equivalent to war."
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From reader reviews:

LeeFlynn:

Often the book Left Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers, Space, and History will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to explain theideais very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Left Brains for the Right Stuff:
Computers, Space, and History is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Tom Burkhardt:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their |leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Left Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers,
Space, and History can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Edna Spalding:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read.
Left Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers, Space, and History can be your answer asit can be read by you
actually who have those short extratime problems.

John Ma;

Y ou can get this Left Brains for the Right Stuff: Computers, Space, and History by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solveissue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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