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In Defending Humanity, internationally acclaimed legal scholar George P. Fletcher and Jens David Ohlin, a
leading expert on international criminal law, tackle one of the most important and controversial questions of
our time: When is war justified? When a nation is attacked, few would deny that it has the right to respond
with force. But what about preemptive and preventive wars, or crossing another state's border to stop
genocide? Was Israel justified in initiating the Six Day War, and was NATO's intervention in Kosovo legal?
What about the U.S. invasion of Iraq?

In their provocative book, Fletcher and Ohlin offer a groundbreaking theory on the legality of war with clear
guidelines for evaluating these interventions. The authors argue that much of the confusion on the subject
stems from a persistent misunderstanding of the United Nations Charter. The Charter appears to be very clear
on the use of military force: it is only allowed when authorized by the Security Council or in self-defense.
Unfortunately, this has led to the problem of justifying force when the Security Council refuses to act or
when self-defense is thought not to apply--and to the difficult dilemma of declaring such interventions illegal
or ignoring the UN Charter altogether.

Fletcher and Ohlin suggest that the answer lies in going back to the domestic criminal law concepts upon
which the UN Charter was originally based, in particular, the concept of "legitimate defense," which
encompasses not only self-defense but defense of others. Lost in the English-language version of the Charter
but a vital part of the French and other non-English versions, the concept of legitimate defense will enable
political leaders, courts, and scholars to see the solid basis under international law for states to intervene with
force--not just to protect themselves against an imminent attack but also to defend other national groups.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and Why, you could tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.

Marcus Laws:

The publication with title Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and Why posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Michael Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Defending Humanity: When Force is
Justified and Why reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism
Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and Why as good book not simply by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Tyler Woodley:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and Why can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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