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Growing up as the daughter of a funeral director in Fort Bend County, Texas, Marie Theresa Hernández was
a frequent visitor to the San Isidro Cemetery, a burial place for Latino workers at the Imperial Sugar
Company, based in nearby Sugar Land. During these years she acquired from her father and mother a sense
of what it was like to live as an ethnic minority in Jim Crow Texas. Therefore, returning to the cemetery as
an ethnographer offered Hernández a welcome opportunity to begin piecing together a narrative of the lives
and struggles of the Mexican American community that formed her heritage.

However, Hernández soon realized that San Isidro contained hidden depths. The cemetery was built on the
former grounds of an old slave-owning plantation. Her story quickly burgeoned from one of immigrant
laborers working the land of the giant sugar company to one of the slave laborers who had worked the sugar
plantations decades before, but whose history had been largely wiped out of the narrative of the affluent,
white-majority county. Much like an archeologist, Hernández began carefully brushing away layers of time
to reveal the fragile, entombed remnants of a complex, unknown past.

A professional photographer as well as a scholar, Hernández provides visual images to spur the reader’s
imagination and anchor the narrative in historical reality. She mines interviews, newspaper accounts, and
other primary sources—interpreted through her own rich sense of place and time—to reconstruct the identity
of a community where the Old South, the wealthy New South, and the culture from south of the border all
comingle to form an almost iconic symbol for today’s America.

In this complex and nuanced, self-reflexive ethnography, Hernández interweaves personal memory and
group history, ethnic experience and class . . . even death and life.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Irizarry:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Cemeteries of Ambivalent Desire:
Unearthing Deep South Narratives from a Texas Graveyard (University of Houston Series in Mexican
American Studies, Sponsored by the Cente) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Nannie Hand:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Cemeteries of Ambivalent Desire: Unearthing Deep South Narratives
from a Texas Graveyard (University of Houston Series in Mexican American Studies, Sponsored by the
Cente) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer involving Cemeteries of Ambivalent Desire: Unearthing Deep South Narratives from a Texas
Graveyard (University of Houston Series in Mexican American Studies, Sponsored by the Cente) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Cemeteries of Ambivalent
Desire: Unearthing Deep South Narratives from a Texas Graveyard (University of Houston Series in
Mexican American Studies, Sponsored by the Cente) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Myrtle Hamer:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Cemeteries of Ambivalent Desire:
Unearthing Deep South Narratives from a Texas Graveyard (University of Houston Series in Mexican
American Studies, Sponsored by the Cente), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Omar Carter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well



as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Cemeteries of Ambivalent Desire: Unearthing Deep South
Narratives from a Texas Graveyard (University of Houston Series in Mexican American Studies, Sponsored
by the Cente) can make you feel more interested to read.
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