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Seventy years ago, Erwin Schr?dinger posed a profound question: 'What is life, and how did it emerge from
non-life?' This problem has puzzled biologists and physical scientists ever since.

Living things are hugely complex and have unique properties, such as self-maintenance and apparently
purposeful behaviour which we do not see in inert matter. So how does chemistry give rise to biology? What
could have led the first replicating molecules up such a path? Now, developments in the emerging field of
'systems chemistry' are unlocking the problem. Addy Pross shows how the different kind of stability that
operates among replicating molecules results in a tendency for chemical systems
to become more complex and acquire the properties of life. Strikingly, he demonstrates that Darwinian
evolution is the biological expression of a deeper, well-defined chemical concept: the whole story from
replicating molecules to complex life is one continuous process governed by an underlying
physical principle. The gulf between biology and the physical sciences is finally becoming bridged.

This new edition includes an Epilogue describing developments in the concepts of fundamental forms of
stability discussed in the book, and their profound implications.

Oxford Landmark Science books are 'must-read' classics of modern science writing which have crystallized
big ideas, and shaped the way we think.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

The feeling that you get from What is Life?: How Chemistry Becomes Biology (Oxford Landmark Science)
may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but What is Life?: How Chemistry
Becomes Biology (Oxford Landmark Science) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this kind of What is Life?: How Chemistry Becomes Biology (Oxford Landmark Science)
instantly.

Neil Myers:

The book untitled What is Life?: How Chemistry Becomes Biology (Oxford Landmark Science) is the book
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of What is Life?: How Chemistry Becomes Biology
(Oxford Landmark Science) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Marissa Wegener:

The actual book What is Life?: How Chemistry Becomes Biology (Oxford Landmark Science) has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after reading this article book.

Mary Quinn:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely What is Life?: How Chemistry Becomes Biology
(Oxford Landmark Science). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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