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In his new book The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack, human paleoanthropologist Ian Tattersall argues
that a long tradition of "human exceptionalism" in paleoanthropology has distorted the picture of human
evolution. Drawing partly on his own career—from young scientist in awe of his elders to crotchety elder
statesman—Tattersall offers an idiosyncratic look at the competitive world of paleoanthropology, beginning
with Charles Darwin 150 years ago, and continuing through the Leakey dynasty in Africa, and concluding
with the latest astonishing findings in the Caucasus.

The book's title refers to the 1856 discovery of a clearly very old skull cap in Germany's Neander Valley.
The possessor had a brain as large as a modern human, but a heavy low braincase with a prominent brow
ridge. Scientists tried hard to explain away the inconvenient possibility that this was not actually our direct
relative. One extreme interpretation suggested that the preserved leg bones were curved by both rickets, and
by a life on horseback. The pain of the unfortunate individual's affliction had caused him to chronically
furrow his brow in agony, leading to the excessive development of bone above the eye sockets.
The subsequent history of human evolutionary studies is full of similarly fanciful interpretations. With tact
and humor, Tattersall concludes that we are not the perfected products of natural processes, but instead the
result of substantial doses of random happenstance.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

This The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack: and Other Cautionary Tales from Human Evolution book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack: and Other Cautionary
Tales from Human Evolution without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack: and Other
Cautionary Tales from Human Evolution can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Strange
Case of the Rickety Cossack: and Other Cautionary Tales from Human Evolution having excellent
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Angeline Stallings:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know what type you should start with. This The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack: and Other
Cautionary Tales from Human Evolution is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Fred Musso:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the information
or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you looking at
a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it anything.
Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Strange Case of the Rickety
Cossack: and Other Cautionary Tales from Human Evolution, you may tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Antonio Ritchie:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
all day long to reading a reserve. The book The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack: and Other Cautionary



Tales from Human Evolution it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book possesses high quality.
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