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“Adkins portrays a major turning point in the development of modern Florida and has done a great job of
bringing to life so many of the people who achieved this massive rewrite of our constitution.”—Talbot
D’Alemberte, former president of the American Bar Association and author of The Florida State
Constitution
 
“Deftly captures the story of the politics and powerful personalities who created a more modern government
structure for Florida.”—Neil Skene, former editor and president of Congressional Quarterly, Inc.
 
Mid-twentieth-century Florida was a state in flux. Its explosive growth could be seen in rapidly burgeoning
cities and suburbs, the development of the Kennedy Space Center during the space race, and the impending
construction of Walt Disney World. Florida’s antiquated 1885 constitution was no match for the dramatic
changes that took place in the makeup of the state during this time.

Many people recognized the shortcomings of the old constitution and worked to overhaul it. However, a
small group of rural legislators known as the “Pork Chop Gang” controlled the state and thwarted several
attempts to modernize the constitution. But through court-imposed redistribution of legislators and the hard
work of state leaders, the constitution was modernized and the executive branch was reorganized.

In Making Modern Florida, Mary Adkins goes behind the scenes to examine the history and impact of the
1966–68 revision of the Florida state constitution. With storytelling flair, Adkins uses interviews and
detailed analysis of speeches and transcripts to vividly capture the moves, gambits, and backroom moments
necessary to create and introduce a new state constitution. This carefully researched account brings to light
the constitutional debates and political processes in the growth to maturity of what is now the nation’s third
largest state.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Handler:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida Government
and Politics), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Christine Clute:

The guide with title Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution
(Florida Government and Politics) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Brian Alexander:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida
Government and Politics) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use
to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is
why this book acceptable all of you.

Philip Raber:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform
Shaped a New State Constitution (Florida Government and Politics) was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New
State Constitution (Florida Government and Politics) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on



there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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