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This book examines the process of secularization in the Middle East in the late 19th and early 20th century
through an analysis of the transformation and abolition of Islamic Caliphate. Focusing on debates in both the
center of the Caliphate and its periphery, the author argues that the relationship between Islam and
secularism was one of accommodation, rather than simply conflict and confrontation, because Islam was the
single most important source of legitimation in the modernization of the Middle East.

Through detailed analysis of both official documents and the writings of the intellectuals who contributed to
reforms in the Empire, the author first examines the general secularization process in the Ottoman Empire
from the late 18th century up to the end of the 1920s. He then presents an in-depth analysis of a crucial case
of secularization: the demise of Islamic Caliphate. Drawing upon a wide range of secondary and primary
sources on the Caliphate and the wider process of political modernization, he employs discourse analysis and
comparative-historical methods to examine how the Caliphate was first transformed into a "spiritual"
institution and then abolished in 1924 by Turkish secularists. Ard?ç also demonstrates how the book’s
argument is applicable to wider secularization and modernization processes in the Middle East.

Deriving insights from history, anthropology, Islamic law and political science, the book will engage a
critical mass of scholars interested in Middle Eastern studies, political Islam, secularization and the near-
global revival of religion as well as the historians of Islam and late-Ottoman Empire, and those working in
the field of historical sociology and the sociology of religion as a case study.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

Within other case, little people like to read book Islam and the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate and
Middle Eastern Modernization in the Early 20th Century (SOAS/Routledge Studies on the Middle East). You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new
book Islam and the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate and Middle Eastern Modernization in the Early
20th Century (SOAS/Routledge Studies on the Middle East). You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Michael Pabon:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Islam and the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate and Middle Eastern Modernization
in the Early 20th Century (SOAS/Routledge Studies on the Middle East) can be your answer given it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Susan Tarin:

The book untitled Islam and the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate and Middle Eastern Modernization in
the Early 20th Century (SOAS/Routledge Studies on the Middle East) contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Edward Chavez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Islam and the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate
and Middle Eastern Modernization in the Early 20th Century (SOAS/Routledge Studies on the Middle East)
can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various



other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Islam and the Politics of
Secularism: The Caliphate and Middle Eastern Modernization in the Early 20th Century (SOAS/Routledge
Studies on the Middle East).
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