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Tommy Webber is nine years old when his father, a founding minister of the East Harlem Protestant Parish,
moves the family of six from a spacious apartment in an ivy-covered Gothic-style seminary on New York
City's Upper West Side to a small one in a massive public- housing project on East 102nd Street. But it isn't
the size of the apartment, the architecture of the building, or the unfamiliar streets that make the new
surroundings feel so strange. While Tommy's old neighborhood was overwhelmingly middle class and white,
El Barrio is poor and predominantly black and Puerto Rican. In Washington Houses, a complex of over
1,500 apartments, the Webbers are now one of only a small handful of white familes.

Set during the late 1950s and early 1960s, Flying over 96th Street: Memoir of an East Harlem White Boy is
the story of one boy's struggle with race, poverty, and identity in a city -- and a country -- grappling with the
same issues. Tommy's classmates at the exclusive Collegiate School for Boys, which he attends on
scholarship, dare not venture above the city's Mason-Dixon Line of 96th Street into the unknown territory of
muggers, gangs, and junkies. Tommy, however, slowly makes new friends on the local basketball courts and
at church, and discovers a different East Harlem, one where an exuberant human spirit hides within the
oppressive projects and drab tenements, fighting to break through the cracked sidewalks. Webber
interweaves the nation's growing Civil Rights movement -- from watching on television the forced
integration of Little Rock's Central High School to participating in the famous 1963 March on Washington --
with the subtler, more immediate changes he observes in the lives of his friends and neighbors.

In simple yet compelling prose, lit by the candor and innocence of childhood, Webber brings to life his East
Harlem: children playing under gushing fire hydrants; the piraguas man and his pushcart of rainbow-colored
icies; Fourth of July barbecues on rooftops; heated games of 5-2 on the public school courts; streets teeming
with ugliness, anger, and despair, but also alive with color, community, and hope.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Case:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Flying over
96th Street: Memoir of an East Harlem White Boy book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Lonnie Fazio:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Flying over 96th Street: Memoir of an East Harlem White
Boy is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Rosa Reid:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Flying over 96th Street: Memoir of an East Harlem White Boy.

Arthur Haynes:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Flying over 96th Street: Memoir of an East Harlem White Boy we can consider more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
Flying over 96th Street: Memoir of an East Harlem White Boy. You can more inviting than now.
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