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The "oldest old," individuals aged 85 and above, are the most rapidly growing segment of American society.
And although more than a third of cancer occurs in people over 75 years of age, their tumors are less fully
diagnosed and often less fully treated than those in younger patients. Ageism may account for this
discrepancy—why intervene if an older man or woman with cancer doesn't have long to live anyway? Yet
older people often tolerate chemotherapy, surgery, and radiation as well as younger patients, while
continuing to maintain their quality of life for years to come.

The lack of clinical trials among this age group results in a deficit of knowledge regarding how to treat
cancer in older adults. Little has been written to guide clinicians, social scientists, families, and individuals.
In Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles, Sarah H. Kagan writes from the
perspective of more than twenty years of practice, inquiry, and education as a nurse. She uses anecdotes and
case studies to illustrate important points about cancer among older adults.

The book follows the story of Mrs. Eck, a woman in her 80s diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Mrs. Eck's
situation sets the stage for a discussion of cancer, which too often focuses on cells and drugs, diagnoses and
prognoses without looking more closely at the people who are experiencing the disease. Chapters offer
varied assessments of what it means to be old and have cancer in our society, as Kagan explores other real
experiences of cancer for older adults alongside information that will prove essential to patients, their
families, scholars, and clinicians.
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From reader reviews:

Sang Weems:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles.

David Hoag:

The book Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles for being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Cancer in the Lives of Older
Americans: Blessings and Battles. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Terrie Anderson:

The book Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Cancer in the
Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans: Blessings and Battles has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Easley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Cancer in the Lives of Older Americans:
Blessings and Battles e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Cancer in the Lives of Older
Americans: Blessings and Battles as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is
one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another



sixth sense.
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