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In 1997, when the New York Times described Filipino American serial killer Andrew Cunanan as appearing
“to be everywhere and nowhere,” Allan Punzalan Isaac recognized confusion about the Filipino presence in
the United States, symptomatic of American imperialism’s invisibility to itself. In American Tropics, Isaac
explores American fantasies about the Philippines and other “unincorporated” parts of the U.S. nation that
obscure the contradictions of a democratic country possessing colonies. Isaac boldly examines the American
empire’s images of the Philippines in turn-of-the-century legal debates over Puerto Rico, Progressive-era
popular literature set in Latin American borderlands, and midcentury Hollywood cinema staged in Hawai‘i
and the Pacific islands. Isaac scrutinizes media coverage of the Cunanan case, Boy Scout adventure novels,
and Hollywood films such as The Real Glory (1939) and Blue Hawaii (1961) to argue that territorial sites of
occupation are an important part of American identity. American Tropics further reveals the imperial
imagination’s role in shaping national meaning in novels such as Carlos Bulosan’s America Is in the Heart
(1946) and Jessica Hagedorn’s Dogeaters (1990), Filipino American novels forced to articulate the empire’s
enfolded but disavowed borders. Tracing the American empire from the beginning of the twentieth century
to Philippine liberation and the U.S. civil rights movement, American Tropics lays bare Filipino Americans’
unique form of belonging marked indelibly by imperialism and at odds with U.S. racial politics and culture.
Allan Punzalan Isaac is assistant professor of English at Wesleyan University.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take American Tropics: Articulating Filipino America
(Critical American Studies) as your daily resource information.

Robert Young:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled American Tropics: Articulating Filipino America (Critical American Studies)
can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Adam McGrath:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be American Tropics: Articulating Filipino America (Critical American
Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Katherine Adkins:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By book American Tropics: Articulating Filipino America (Critical American Studies) we
can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to
read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life at this book American Tropics: Articulating Filipino America (Critical American Studies). You can more
appealing than now.
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