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This book is a firsthand report of a great composer's intentions in regard to the performance of his music.
These intentions have been digested and interpreted for us by the composer's friend Robert Schmitz
(1889–1949), who was himself a distinguished pianist, an articulate musician, and a well-known teacher. The
product is an authoritative commentary on the entire body of Debussy's work for piano solo.
Written for both performers and listeners, the book's purpose is to increase enjoyment of and insight into
these works. The book's shorter opening section comprises notes on many general aspects of the composer's
life and work; a biographical sketch; a discussion of Debussy's place in relation to the concepts of
impressionism and romanticism; his use of classical forms, tonality and modality, melody, counterpoint, etc.
Section two, the heart of the book, examines in detail the whole of Debussy's music for solo piano, two
hands. Seventy-one pieces in all are included: The Arabesques, the Suite Bergmasque, the Estampes, Images,
Children's Corner, Préludes and Études. Each in its chronological place, the pieces are first described as a
whole as to mood, source of programmatic inspiration, structure, tonality, and other characteristics. Then
follows specific suggestions dealing with technical and expressive problems of particular measures and
phrases.
The book is not meant as a substitute for Debussy's piano works; on the contrary, it will cause both listeners
and performers to turn to this superb corpus of music with new interest and insight. "Complete, thorough,
authoritative and important." — San Francisco Chronicle. "It is a thoughtful and mature reference book and
though I am at variance with certain of its premises and conclusions, there is much to provoke the intelligent
music lover and the inquiring musician." — Abram Chasins, The New York Times. "There is no doubt that he
had closely identified himself with the great French composer, and his love and belief in the music shine
through every page of this book." — H. C. Schonbert, The Saturday Review.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Grays:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be smart
in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Piano Works of Claude Debussy (Dover Books
on Music) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Edward Brown:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Piano Works of Claude Debussy (Dover Books on Music) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Harold Dalton:

The book untitled The Piano Works of Claude Debussy (Dover Books on Music) contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Scott Duran:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
The Piano Works of Claude Debussy (Dover Books on Music) can make you feel more interested to read.
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