
Reflecting Narcissus: A Queer Aesthetic
Steven Bruhm

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=081663551X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=081663551X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=081663551X


Reflecting Narcissus: A Queer Aesthetic

Steven Bruhm

Reflecting Narcissus: A Queer Aesthetic Steven Bruhm
Literary Theory/Gay Studies

Places this mythological figure at the center of homoerotic creativity and desire.

The figure of Narcissus, literally falling for himself, has profoundly influenced Western philosophy and
literary theory: he signifies transcendental idealism and its nemesis, vanity; he underlies autoeroticism and
misogyny; he has a crucial place in poststructuralist French thought. Yet, for all this, Narcissus is rarely if
ever seen in his primary attitude-as a man erotically desiring another man.

In Reflecting Narcissus, Steven Bruhm traces the complex uses of Narcissus in cultural and aesthetic
formulations from the eighteenth century to the present and returns Narcissus's essential homoeroticism to a
central place in this history. Extending the horizons of queer, feminist, and psychoanalytic theory, this book
challenges the twentieth century's predominant understanding of narcissism-and the predominantly
narcissistic qualities of male same-sex desire-as allegedly solipsistic, immature, sterile, antisocial, and
apolitical. Bruhm argues that Narcissus has, instead, served to trouble the very cultural and gendered norms
that define him.

While aesthetic theories since Romanticism and before have exploited the desiring gaze of Narcissus, they
simultaneously deny his homoeroticism. And yet, Bruhm argues, these aesthetics depend on the very
queerness they silence, instilling a vague-and consequential-discomfort about a homosexual Narcissus in
discourses from Neoplatonism and psychoanalysis to that of queer cultural production itself. Our culture,
Bruhm contends, mutes the narcissistic eros that it paradoxically depends on for the work of introspection.
He unravels this problem in texts from Oscar Wilde's Picture of Dorian Gray to Vladimir Nabokov's Pale
Fire, from Tennessee Williams's Suddenly Last Summer to Peter Straub's Ghost Story, from Schlegel's
sonnets to pornography and the gothic, from Decadence to French feminism, from Symbolism to
psychoanalysis.

This book reveals how Narcissus, while generating representations of creative masculinity, destabilizes them
at the same time-offering us an exciting new purchase on phallocentric identity, its art, and its politics.

Steven Bruhm is associate professor of English at Mount St. Vincent University in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Translation Inquiries: University of Minnesota Press
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Reflecting Narcissus: A Queer
Aesthetic to read.

Doug Herring:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Reflecting Narcissus: A
Queer Aesthetic that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react
in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Reflecting Narcissus: A Queer Aesthetic become your starter.

Roy Rogers:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Reflecting Narcissus: A Queer Aesthetic we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Reflecting Narcissus: A Queer Aesthetic. You
can more attractive than now.

Kim Nielsen:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Reflecting Narcissus: A Queer Aesthetic to
make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the
publication Reflecting Narcissus: A Queer Aesthetic can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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