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This study is the first of its kind: a street-level inside account of what Stalinism meant to the masses of
ordinary people who lived it. Stephen Kotkin was the first American in 45 years to be allowed into
Magnitogorsk, a city built in response to Stalin's decision to transform the predominantly agricultural nation
into a "country of metal." With unique access to previously untapped archives and interviews, Kotkin forges
a vivid and compelling account of the impact of industrialization on a single urban community.

Kotkin argues that Stalinism offered itself as an opportunity for enlightenment. The utopia it proffered,
socialism, would be a new civilization based on the repudiation of capitalism. The extent to which the
citizenry participated in this scheme and the relationship of the state's ambitions to the dreams of ordinary
people form the substance of this fascinating story. Kotkin tells it deftly, with a remarkable understanding of
the social and political system, as well as a keen instinct for the details of everyday life.

Kotkin depicts a whole range of life: from the blast furnace workers who labored in the enormous iron and
steel plant, to the families who struggled with the shortage of housing and services. Thematically organized
and closely focused, Magnetic Mountain signals the beginning of a new stage in the writing of Soviet social
history.
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From reader reviews:

Dwight Case:

This Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization without we know teach the one who reading
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a
Civilization can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a
Civilization having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Andre Rosier:

This book untitled Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Carole Houston:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a Civilization giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Donald Lee:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism
as a Civilization can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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