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One of the most contentious issues in politics today is the propriety of electing judges. Ought judges be
independent of democratic processes in obtaining and retaining their seats, or should they be subject to the
approval of the electorate and the processes that accompany popular control? While this debate is interesting
and often quite heated, it usually occurs without reference to empirical facts--or at least accurate ones. Also,
empirical scholars to date have refused to take a position on the normative issues surrounding the practice.

Bonneau and Hall offer a fresh new approach. Using almost two decades of data on state supreme court
elections, Bonneau and Hall argue that opponents of judicial elections have made—and continue to
make—erroneous empirical claims. They show that judicial elections are efficacious mechanisms that
enhance the quality of democracy and create an inextricable link between citizens and the judiciary. In so
doing, they pioneer the use of empirical data to shed light on these normative questions and offer a coherent
defense of judicial elections. This provocative book is essential reading for anyone interested in the politics
of judicial selection, law and politics, or the electoral process.

Part of the Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation series edited by Matthew J. Streb.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

The book In Defense of Judicial Elections (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the good thing like a book In Defense of Judicial Elections (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and
Representation)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book In Defense of Judicial
Elections (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So
it is very wonderful.

Julie Gailey:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book In Defense of Judicial Elections (Controversies
in Electoral Democracy and Representation) was making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book In Defense of Judicial Elections
(Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book In Defense of Judicial Elections
(Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation). You never experience lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Katherine Shadrick:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book In Defense of Judicial Elections (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and
Representation) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book provides high quality.

Jason Nimmons:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work



this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually In Defense of Judicial Elections (Controversies in Electoral Democracy
and Representation) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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