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The American Gospel–literally, the good news about America–is that religion shapes our public life without
controlling it. In this vivid book, New York Times bestselling author Jon Meacham tells the human story of
how the Founding Fathers viewed faith, and how they ultimately created a nation in which belief in God is a
matter of choice.

At a time when our country seems divided by extremism, American Gospel draws on the past to offer a new
perspective. Meacham re-creates the fascinating history of a nation grappling with religion and politics–from
John Winthrop’s “city on a hill” sermon to Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence; from the
Revolution to the Civil War; from a proposed nineteenth-century Christian Amendment to the Constitution
to Martin Luther King, Jr.’s call for civil rights; from George Washington to Ronald Reagan.

Debates about religion and politics are often more divisive than illuminating. Secularists point to a “wall of
separation between church and state,” while many conservatives act as though the Founding Fathers were
apostles in knee britches. As Meacham shows in this brisk narrative, neither extreme has it right. At the heart
of the American experiment lies the God of what Benjamin Franklin called “public religion,” a God who
invests all human beings with inalienable rights while protecting private religion from government
interference. It is a great American balancing act, and it has served us well.

Meacham has written and spoken extensively about religion and politics, and he brings historical authority
and a sense of hope to the issue. American Gospel makes it compellingly clear that the nation’s best chance
of summoning what Lincoln called “the better angels of our nature” lies in recovering the spirit and sense of
the Founding. In looking back, we may find the light to lead us forward.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Palmer:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers, and the
Making of a Nation will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Clare Lucas:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name American Gospel:
God, the Founding Fathers, and the Making of a Nation suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers, and the
Making of a Nationis the main of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Valerie Smith:

The reserve untitled American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers, and the Making of a Nation is the book
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was
did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers,
and the Making of a Nation from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Glory Ruiz:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers, and
the Making of a Nation can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have
point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have American Gospel: God, the
Founding Fathers, and the Making of a Nation.
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